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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a); 

Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Stokoe et 
al. ("Stokoe"). Per claim 1 , Stokoe discloses an electrical connector for single-ended 
signals that can be electrically connected to a printed circuit board, the electrical 
connector having ground conductors 250 and signal conductors 240 in a plurality of 
rows, comprising: each of the plurality of rows includes: a plurality of ground conductors 
and signal conductors; each signal conductor having a contact tail 241 that electrically 
connects to the printed circuit board; each ground conductor having at least two contact 
tails (254, 255) that electrically connect to the printed circuit board; and the signal 
conductors and the ground conductors are positioned adjacent to one another so that 
for each signal conductor contact tail, there are ground conductor contact tails adjacent 
either side of the signal conductor contact tail. 
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Per claims 2, 3, 4, the tails comprise press-fit contact tails or pressure mount 
tails or solder tails (col. 7, lines 15-25). 

Per claim 5, the distance between tails is less than the distance between rows 
(see e.g. figures 14, 16). 

Per claim 6, for each of the plurality of rows, a distance between a signal 
conductor contact tail and an adjacent ground conductor tail on one side is similar to a 
distance between the signal conductor contact tail and an adjacent ground conductor 
contact tail on the other side. 

Per claim 7, the tails are aligned (see figures 16 and 17). 

Claims 8 and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 

Nitta. 

Per claim 8, Nitta discloses a connector including an insulative housing 4 
including side walls and a base; a plurality of signal conductors 3, with each signal 
conductor having a first contact end connectable to the printed circuit board 1, a second 
contact end, and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the base of 
the insulative housing; a plurality of ground conductors 3, with each ground conductor 
having a first contact end connectable to the printed circuit board, a second contact end, 
and an intermediate portion therebetween that is disposed in the base of the insulative 
housing; the signal conductors and the ground conductors are arranged in a plurality of 
rows, with each row having signal conductors and ground conductors; for each of the 
plurality of rows, there is a corresponding ground strip (5,9) positioned adjacent thereto 
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disposed in the base of the insulative housing; and the ground strip is electrically 
connected to the ground conductors of the row. 

Per claim 10, the ground strip includes projections 1 1 to connect to 
corresponding to ground conductors. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 9 and 11-19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Regarding claim 9, the prior art does not suggest the connector as claimed, 
including the combination of all the claimed elements, the combination including the 
relative heights as claimed. Regarding claim 1 1 , the prior art does not suggest the 
connector as claimed, including the combination of all the claimed elements, the 
combination including the second end being bent as claimed. Regarding claim 15, the 
prior art does not suggest the connector as claimed, including the combination of all the 
claimed elements, the combination including the ground conductor including two tails as 
claimed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



Application/Control Number: 10/675,647 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 2833 

supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




